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The winter celebration at Marylhurst has been a longstanding tradition, of 
gathering and celebrating with our school community before we scatter for the 
long winter break.  This gathering has always included sharing favorite holiday 
treats, making special creations in different classrooms, and, for the last 
several years, former Marylhurst director Sally Skelding has joined us to share 
her beloved puppet shows in the Twos room. 

As this time of year approaches, our faculty begins to ask the question, ñWhat 
can we give back to our community?ò  We are again hanging our ñGiving 
Starsò in the upstairs entry of our school.  These stars have become a tradition 
at MECC.  Each star represents a child in a Marylhurst family that needs our 
help to experience a joyful holiday. Thanks to all who have already given  
generously.  You have made a difference for one of our own families. 

This will be the second year that we will throw our net a bit wider, partnering 
with the CHILDRENôS CENTER, located at the top of the hill in Oregon City.  
This is a private, non-profit medical assessment center that supports children 
and families in cases of suspected physical abuse, neglect, drug 
endangerment, and witness to violence.  The center is ALWAYS in need of 
new blankets and stuffed bears to give the children as security objects when 
they arrive at the Center. We would very much appreciate your help with this 
effort.  You may bring a new blanket and/or stuffed bear to the Frogs 
classroom during our Celebration of Giving (or before if need be), and we will 
make sure it is delivered to the CHILDRENôS CENTER.  We are looking 
forward to this becoming another tradition for our Marylhurst community.  

Children love traditions--around holidays, family celebrations, seasonal events, 
anytime.  Children also need traditions.  Some benefits of family traditions 
include: 

 A sense of security and continuity 

 The knowledge of belonging 

 Understanding the cycles of season and time 

Traditions, whether passed along from generation to generation or newly 
begun, make wonderful memories.  These memories are valuable gifts to your 
children that last a lifetime. 

After the holiday celebrations have passed, evaluate your familyôs 
experiences.  Let everyone in the family share feelings about activities she or 
he would like to see happen again and those that did not promote a relaxed 
and loving time for all. 

The best traditions are those that seem to find your family without being 
forced.  So, keep your eyes open for the moments that your family loves.  As 
you do this all year, we wish you the joy of traditions.  

Sheila Walker  

Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R

 
2

0
1

1
 

N
E

W
S

L
ET

T
E

R
 

Itõs That Time of Year 
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DECEMBER: 

Ú 16th Marylhurst Celebration of Giving 10:00-12:00.  All families invited to join us at the school. 

Ú 19th- Jan.2nd Winter Break; No School 

JANUARY: 
Ú 1

st
  Tuition Payment Due 

Ú 2nd  Teacher Work Day; No School 

Ú 3rd  All Classes resume 

Ú 6th  Enrichment classes begin 

Ú 9th  Board Meeting 

Ú 13th Enrichment Class 

Ú 15th Tuition Payment must be at MECC to avoid tuition late fee 

Ú 16th  MLK Day; No School 

Ú 20th Enrichment class 

Ú 21st  Open House, Nine to Noon 

Ú 27th  Enrichment Class 

 
CELEBRATION OF GIVING 

Please mark your calendars for our annual 
Celebration of Giving.  This will be held on 
December 16 from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
here at our school.  This will be the second 
year that we will partner with the Childrenôs 
Center, just up the hill from us in Oregon City.  
The Childrenôs Center is a medical 
assessment center for children suspected to 
be victims of abuse or neglect.  Upon entering 
the Center each child receives a new blanket 
and stuffed animal.  Last year our school 
donated several hundred blankets and bears 
to the Center.  This meant a great deal to so 
many children that Marylhurst would like to 
donate again this year during our Celebration 
of Giving.  Please bring a new blanket, stuffed 
animal, or both before or during our 
celebration on December 16.  You may also 
drop off donations in the office prior to that 
date. 

Our gathering on December 16 is a time to 
celebrate our school community before we 
take our winter break.  We hope to see you all! 
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YOU ARE ALL SO SWEET! 

 

We will be opening our school and classrooms 
to everyone on Saturday, January 21, from 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Please spread the 
word to all your family and friends who are 
interested in looking at our wonderful school 
for their own family or would just like to see 
Marylhurst.  All the teachers and several  
board members will be here to greet families 
and show off our school with a personal tour.  
We will be having question-and-answer 
sessions throughout the morning as well.  We 
love sharing our school, our teachers, and our 
philosophy, so PLEASE spread the word! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In case of inclement weather, MECC follows 
the Oregon City school district for school 
closures.  If you go to the website 
http://www.flashalert.net/login.html you can 
register to be notified of district news such as 
school closures.  You can sign up for text 
alerts to your cell phone and/or email 
notifications.  Also keep in mind that if the 
district is on a two hour delay, school is 
CANCELLED at MECC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MECC ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE INCLEMENT WEATHER 

We want to thank all of our wonderful families who joined us for dinner at Sweet Tomatoes on 
October 21. This was a fundraiser for Marylhurst arranged by Josh Davis, the Fundraising Trustee 
on our Board of Directors. Our families spent over $900.00 on meals that evening with 20% of the 
money spent coming back to our school! 

We very much appreciate your support, and it was wonderful to enjoy a delicious evening out 
together!  

Stay tuned for our next night out. 
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HEALTHIER HOLIDAY COOKIES                                                                               by Amy Sandie  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A couple of weeks ago, Sheila Walker caught me in the hallway as I was picking up my twins, Liam 
and Elsa, and asked, ñHey, Amy, can you write another article for the newsletter?  Something short, 
maybe healthy holiday cookies?ò  ñSure,ò I said.  ñLove to.ò  As I walked out those magical MECC 
doors, her request struck me: ñHealthy. Cookies.  Healthy Cookies?  Yikes!ò  Iôm really into healthy 
cooking; heck, Bobôs Red Mill could hire me to promote its products.  But I didnôt have any healthy 
cookie recipes, at least not ones with the qualifier ñholidayò attached to them.  So that night, I went to 
work. After hours on the Internet perusing my favorite healthy-cooking websites and reading 
hundreds of reviews, I found three recipes that showed some holiday pizazz and were a bit healthier 
--healthier for cookies anyway.  After trying the three recipes (with my sous chefs Mara, Liam, and 
Elsa) in the Sandie Test Kitchen and rounding up some unsuspecting taste-testers at a family 
gathering, we decided that these were yummy!  What makes these cookies a bit healthier are the 
whole grains and lower amounts of butter and oil.  The Yummy Yule Logs are a fun ñno-bakeò that 
kids can make and are packed with protein.  Everyone loved the Triple Chocolate Cookies and 
commented that they tasted nothing like healthy cookies.  Finally, my sweet-toothed husband, Scott, 
raved about the very easy to make Ginger Crinkle Cookies.  Wishing all of you a healthy, happy 
holiday season!  Happy baking! 

 

 Ginger Crinkle Cookies 

http://www.eatingwell.com/recipes/ginger_crinkle_cookies.html 

From EatingWell:  November/December 2007  

34 cookies | Active Time: 10 minutes | Total Time: 1 hour  

 

2/3 cup canola oil 
1 1/2 cups turbinado sugar, divided (see Tip) 
1 large egg 
4 tablespoons molasses 
2 cups sifted whole-wheat pastry flour 
2 teaspoons baking soda 
1 1/4 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
1 1/4 teaspoons ground ginger 
1/4 teaspoon sea salt 
 

Preheat oven to 350°F. 

Mix oil and 1 cup sugar in a large bowl until combined. Beat in egg until combined. Stir in molasses until 
evenly incorporated. Sift flour, baking soda, cinnamon, ginger and salt over the wet ingredients and stir until 
just combined. 

Put the remaining 1/2 cup sugar in a small bowl. Roll the dough into 1-inch balls and roll each ball in the sugar 
before placing 2 inches apart on an ungreased baking sheet. Do not flatten. 

Bake the cookies until set, but still soft when gently touched, 8 to 10 minutes. Transfer to a wire rack to cool.  
Will keep up to five days in an airtight container. 

http://www.eatingwell.com/recipes/ginger_crinkle_cookies.html
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Triple Chocolate Cookies  

http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/ellie-krieger/triple-chocolate-cookies-recipe/index.html   

From The Food Network, courtesy of Ellie Krieger, All Rights Reserved 

 

24 cookies | Active Time: 30 minutes | Cook Time: 10-12 min  
 
1/4 cup butter, softened  
1/2 cup dark brown sugar  
1/4 cup granulated sugar  
1/4 cup canola oil  
1 egg  
1 teaspoon vanilla extract  
1/2 cup all-purpose flour  
1/2 cup whole-wheat pastry flour  
1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder (not Dutch processed)  
1/4 teaspoon salt, optional  
1/3 cup coarsely chopped dark chocolate (2 ounces)  
1/3 cup coarsely chopped milk chocolate (2 ounces)* 
2/3 cup chopped pecans or walnuts, optional 
 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F.  

In a large bowl, mash together the butter and sugars with a fork until well combined. Add the oil and egg and 
beat until creamy. Mix in the vanilla.  

In a medium bowl, whisk together the flours, cocoa powder, and salt. Add the dry ingredients to the wet 
ingredients and mix well. Stir in the dark chocolate, milk chocolate, and the pecans and mix well. Using a 
tablespoon, scoop the batter onto an ungreased cookie sheet. Bake for 10-12 minutes or until set, but do not 
over bake. Transfer cookies to a rack to cool.  

*or 4 oz. of chocolate of your choice 

Yummy Yule Logs  

http://voices.yahoo.com/low-fat-holiday-cookie-recipes-4281369.html?cat=22 

 

1 cup oatmeal  
¾ cup crunchy peanut butter  
½ cup honey  
Scant 1 cup low-fat powdered milk  
½ cup crushed peanuts  
 

Combine all ingredients in a large bowl. Blend well.  

Hand-roll cookie mixture into one-inch logs. Roll cookie calls in crushed peanuts. (Peanuts may be placed inside 
a sturdy zippered plastic bag and crushed with a wooden rolling pin.) Set cookie balls atop waxed paper on flat 
baking sheets. Place in refrigerator or cool garage for at least 30 minutes before serving.  

http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/sugar/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/extracts/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/flour/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/chocolate/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/chocolate/index.html
http://voices.yahoo.com/low-fat-holiday-cookie-recipes-4281369.html?cat=22
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FEATURED CLASS OF THE MONTH 
 
 
 

 

 

The Four-Day Fours Class 

Itôs All About the Plays: 

Story Telling and Story Acting 

The children set up places for others to sit on 
the rug.  The chimes ring, and the chant 
begins: ñThis is our play in the Mice Class 
today.ò  This is the signal for the children to 
come and be part of the audience for another 
Mice Class production.  Since the first day of 
school, the children have been dictating 
stories and acting them out with and in front of 
their peers. They have developed common 
themes, characters, and stories about 
families, animals, superheroes, princesses, 
evil monsters, dragons, and more.  

Since September, the childrenôs stories 
have become more elaborate.  As they 
collaborate with one another their language, 
descriptions, and story elements expand. 
They are adding costumes, designing 
backdrops, and creating props for their 
productions.  They are becoming flexible in 
their thinking and are now able to add more 
characters when other children wish to join. 

 
 

They are learning about each other: who 
always plays the monster or the super hero, 
and who doesnôt mind being captured in the 
dungeon.  They are relieved when they learn 
that there can be more than one fairy princess 
and that if no one wants to be ñthe bad oneò a 
teacher will gladly fill the role.  This is what 
Vivian Paley, a veteran preschool and 
kindergarten teacher and author of A Childôs 
Work, calls ñcreative kindnessò.  It is the effort 
to respect, include, and admire a child by 
taking into account the particular nature of a 
childôs desires and self image.  ñPeter really 
loves to play the big monster.  Does anyone 
have a place in their story for a big monster? 
And maybe Peter would like to know how the 
big monster needs to act in the story so he 
doesnôt frighten the baby.ò 

The children are happily discovering 
that their words and stories have meaning and 
power.  They are thrilled when they see the 
teacher fill whole pages with their words and 
ideas.  They delight when it is the day for their 
play to be acted out in front of the class.  The 
class has filled an entire three-ringed binder 
full of stories we will share with our families as 
it travels from house to house after the 
holidays. 

 
ñOnce you begin to depend on 

storytelling and story acting, you start looking 
at your classroom as theater.  The children 
are constantly imagining characters and plots, 
and when they 
have a chance, 
with each other, 
acting out little 
stories.  It is in the 
development of 
their themes and 
characters and 
plots that children 
explain their 
thinking and enable 
us to wonder who 



ewsletter  

7 

we might become as their teachers. If fantasy 
play provides the nourishing habitat for the 
growth of cognitive, narrative, and social 
connectivity in young children, then it is surely 
the staging area for our common enterprise: 
an early school experience that best 
represents the natural development of young 
children.ò 

ðVivian Paley, A Childôs Work 
 
The culture of ñletôs pretendò prevails. Whether 
we are marching band playing music in the 
halls, ninjas training in the play yard, or 
sorcerers stirring magic potions at the sensory 
table, childrenôs stories and imaginations 
guide and delight us in play. 
 
Mousekin Arrives 
 
ñAchieving literacy in reading, writing, science, 
math, art, music, or any subject depends on 

the active work of the imagination.ò 
--Gallas, Imagination and Literacy: a 

Teacherôs Search of the Heart of Learning, 
2003 

 
Mousekin is a tradition in the Mice classroom. 
Every year when the weather turns cooler and 
the leaves begin to fall, the children notice 
evidence of a mystery visitor.  It might be spilt 
paint and a tiny ladder by the easel, crumbs 
on the snack table, a small castle built in 
blocks, or a miniature signature at the sign-in 
table.  Soon little notes arrive, each another 
clue, and each with a signature from 
ñMousekinò. 
 
ñWhenever man comes up with a better 

mousetrap, nature comes up with a better 
mouse.ò--James Carswell 

 
And every year, in keeping with tradition, 
children decide we need to trap this small 
intruder.  This yearôs trap included a spider 
web inspired by a series of stories, retold by 
Eric Kimmel, about a trickster spider from 
Africa named Anansi.  With some luck and a 

spectacular, hand-woven web, the children 
eventually trapped the little stuffed grey 
mouse. 

During Thanksgiving break, each child 
took home a small shoebox and designed a 
special bedroom for Mousekin.  The 
bedrooms are places for Mousekin to stay 
when he visits each childôs home.  Mousekin 
travels back and forth from home to school in 
a small backpack.  Inside the backpack is a 
little journal for children to write, draw, or add 
photographs of their time together with 
Mousekin, whose adventures delight us all.   
 
Exploring Trees 
 
ñPlayful inquiryò refers to the natural learning 
strategies children use to explore the world 
around them, such as asking questions, using 
all their 
senses, 
noticing 
patterns, 
telling stories, 
and many 
more. It is an 
open-ended 
investigation 
that brings joy 
to children as 
they play with 
materials, 
environments, 
movements, 
words, and 
ideas. The mind is in its optimal state for 
learning during playful inquiry. 

After learning that our mouse mascot 
lives in a hollow tree in the meadow, we 
thought Mousekin might like his own special 
inside tree, to make him feel at home.  We 
read the book The Inside Tree, by Linda 
Smith, about a man who feels sorry for his 
little backyard tree that stands alone by itself 
day after day, until one day he brings the tree 
inside.  Together we drew a tree.  The 
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children added a trunk, roots, branches, and 
leaves. But how would we create a tree? 
 
ñTeaching children about the natural world 

should be treated as one of the most 
important events in their lives.ò  

--Thomas Berry 
 
It started with an investigation.  Our very own 
tree expert, Ruth (the ñTree Ladyò), came to 
talk to us about parts of trees.  All trees have 
roots, trunks, bark, branches, leaves, and 
seeds.  In small groups, we investigated trees 
in our playground.  We photographed trees 
and tree bark, created rubbings, collected 
leaves, branches, bark, and cones for closer 
study.  We read stacks of books about trees 
and found out they are home to many different 
types of animals.  Ruth returned and showed 
us how to make paper, reminding us that all 
paper comes from trees and to be careful only 
to use what we really need. 

This week, using a papier mâché tree 
recycled from last yearôs Mice class, finger 
paint, and a variety of different combs, using 
bark rubbings and photographs as guides, the 
children created the bark for Mousekinôs 
inside tree.  They rubbed the paint onto the 
trunk and branches.  They mixed the second 
coat of finger paint and noticed the color was 
darker with a greenish hue.  ñIt is mossy 
green, like the moss we see on real trees.ò 
The children used the combs to mimic the 
bark patterns they photographed. 

Because this is a special tree for 
Mousekin, the children wanted to add some 
personalized touches.  The following are their 
suggestions for future work on Mousekinôs 
tree (hint: what rhymes with trees?): 

 

 Chip: ñCheese ornaments for mice.ò 

 Leif: ñMore mice friends.ò 

 Asher: ñLots of cheese. His whole house 

could be made out of cheese.  Maybe he   

could have different colored ladders to get 

up the tree.ò 

 Keira: ñHe could have a table set with a 

cheese dinner and glasses for his mom 

and dad.ò 

 Caroline: ñCheese leaves.ò 

 Theran: ñCheesecake.ò 

 Alex: ñCheese in one of the holes to attract 

the mice.ò 

 Briona: ñMice friends.ò 

 Graham: ñA cheese couch, and lots more 

cheese. We could put cheese on 

everything.ò 

 Logan: ñA Mouse Paint ornament like in 

the story.ò 

 Jack: ñLadders to get up to the holes.ò 

 Chloe: ñMice and toys and tree paper.ò 

 Matilda: ñBranches and fruit and cheese.ò 

 Michael: ñLadders for the decoration.ò 

 Avery: ñA Santa Claus mouse.ò 

 Keller: ñCheese clothes.ò 

 Claire: ñCheese!ò 

 Hayden: ñCheese bark with round and 

straight cheese.  Itôs a pattern.ò 

 

First Steps into Clay 
 
In the art studio, we are influenced by the 
book The Language of Art, by Ann Pelo. 
Through the exploration of materials such as 
paint, oil pastels, clay, wire, and fine-tipped 
markers, children learn the language of art 
and the affordances of different art materials. 
Currently, the children are exploring porcelain 
clay.  When the clay is first introduced, using 
their whole bodies, feet, arms, legs, and 
hands, they get to know the clay.  For the past 
two weeks they have discovered how to 
change the shape of clay by folding, bending, 
stretching, flattening, and rolling the clay. 
  

ñImagination is more important than 
knowledge.  For while knowledge defines all 

we currently know and understand, 
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imagination points to all we might yet discover 
and create.ò --Albert Einstein 

 

And so it goesé 
As you can see, our preschoolers are 

brimming with stories, creativity, kindness, 
and imagination.  With these ingredients, we 
are excited about the possibilities that lie 
ahead.  Many thanks to our Mice class 
families for their ongoing support.  You are an 
important part of our team. We are the Mice 
class.  Hear us SQUEAK! 

 

 
 

By Ann Brown  
      

Weôve been chewing on some tough 
issues in class this month.  This makes me 
very happy, as sitting around, drinking coffee, 
eating snacks, and analyzing the state of the 
Universe with people I love make this just 
about the best job in the World.  If it wasnôt for 
my workwife, Teacher Kim, looking 
meaningfully at the clock, then at me, then 
back to the clock because I have left her with 
twelve two- and three-year-olds while I enjoy a 
gabfest with parents, Iôd let our discussions go 
on for hours and hours. 

This reminds me: I need to get Kim a 
really nice Christmas gift. 

Lately, the parent discussions have 
revolved around the topic of ñcompassionate 
detachmentò.  This is one of those parenting 
terms I totally adore, with its Zen nod to my 

old hippie days and its flexibility for 
interpretation.  I am not a fan of parenting 
strategies that spell out rigid instructions 
(surprised?), preferring instead conceptual, 
food-for-thought kinds of guidelines. 

Food for thought.  Chewing on tough 
issues.  Yeah, itôs all about food for me.  
Great.  Now Iôm hungry.  Time for a quick 
snack. 

 
Okay, Iôm back. 
The idea of ñcompassionate 

detachmentò cannot be fully examined in this 
one article, of course.  But itôs worth taking a 
little peek at it.  And even if you donôt find my 
strategies worthy of your time, at least reading 
this article will buy you ten minutes away from 
your kids.  You can probably even stretch it 
into twenty minutes if you pretend you are 
really interested in what I am saying.  
Because I donôt know about you, but when my 
kids were in preschool, I would have rather 
read a gajillion parenting articles than spend 
one more minute playing Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles.  Frankly, I would rather have 
poured hot tar up my nose. 
          When our kids come to us with a 
grievance, we have a few options from which 
to choose our response.  And of course, by 
ñcome to us with a grievanceò, I do not mean 
to imply a civil, diplomatic negotiation with an 
eye on détente.  I do not even mean to imply a 
reasonable dialogue.  When our kids have 
grievances against us, itôs more like 
Khrushchev banging his shoe on the table 
amid wildly flying accusations. 

So letôs say your child says (screams, 
yells, whines, hisses, growls) to you, ñI want 
you to come watch me color!  You never have 
time for me!ò 

You might respond: ñI am on the toilet 
right now, Darling, but I will come watch you 
color when I am finished.  I absolutely cannot 
wait.  I will pee as fast as I can.ò 

Or: ñI never have time for you? I 
NEVER HAVE TIME FOR YOU?  I have given 
you every minute of my life.  Look at me: I am 

   hewing on Tough Issues  
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a withered old piece of garbage from watching 
you color!ò 

Or: ñYou go color four thousand 
pictures and then come get me when youôre 
done, okay?ò 

All of these responses, though some 
are compassionate, are not really detached. 
Instead, they are steeped in our desperate 
need to FIX the problem (which, just by the 
way, we canôt; we only wind up pissing off our 
kids when we try to fix it), or to convince the 
kid to change her mind about wanting you to 
watch her color (which, by the way, is also 
futile--she wants what she wants). Those 
responses get us more entangled in the 
emotion of the moment, which just stokes the 
fire. 

Instead, we can hear her; validate her 
feelings; and let her know that we believe in 
her ability to cope with the disappointment. 

Easier said than done, I know.  But 
hereôs a start. 

We can say, ñI get it that you really 
want me to watch you color.  But right now I 
have to go do my own things.ò 

Prepare for protests.  Listen to them (at 
least do a credible job of faking interest--I 
used to count my teeth with my tongue when 
my kids talked to me, because when you do 
that it really looks as if you are listening 
intently.)  Donôt try to argue her out of what 
she is feeling. 

Nod.  Make soft kitty lovey eyes at your 
child.  Say, ñYouôre right.  Itôs really frustrating 
when I say no to you.  But you will find a way 
to be okay eventually.ò 

You think that is the end of the 
discussion?  HAH.  You wish. 

Itôs the beginning, unfortunately.  But 
you are armed with your mantras, which are: 

 
My child has the right to be pissed off 

when I say no. 

This is not my fight with my child.  This 
fight is between my child and her ability to 
cope. 

My child will learn to cope with the 
inevitable disappointments and vicissitudes of 
life ONLY if I allow her to be disappointed in 
appropriately limited ways. 

Allowing our kids to feel disappointed, 
angry, or sad within reason and within a safe 
emotional atmosphere is not only healthy for 
them, itôs healthy for us.  Trying to get our kid 
to not feel what he is feeling, even if we think 
it is a really, really, really stupid thing he is 
feeling, is the opposite of compassionate 
detachment.  It is, um, alienated attachment. 
Or something like that.  Itôs not a good thing, is 
my point.  And it makes us feel frustrated.  
And angry.  And ineffective.  It makes us 
wonder why we ever thought it was a good 
idea to have kids, because spending an 
afternoon telling a four-year-old that the green 
cup on the table is EXACTLY the same as the 
green cup in the dishwasher, only the green 
cup in the dishwasher is dirty, and listening to 
your four-year-old insist that he needs the 
dirty green cup in the dishwasher because it is 
not at all like the green cup on the table--even 
though they are identical--doesnôt leave an 
adult person feeling good about him- or 
herself.  In fact, it pretty much leaves an adult 
person feeling as if he or she could use a 
large adult beverage. 

Compassionate detachment: is it 
starting to make sense to you? 

No?  Oh, well, I canôt fix that for you. 
But I am sorry youôre having a hard time 
understanding it.  And I trust in your ability to 
cope with the frustration. 
 

Ann Brown is available for private parenting 
consultation. Please contact the office for her 
schedule and fees. 
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WISHES AND HOPES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

   Wishes: 

Ú We wish you the most wonderful winter break! Enjoy your wonderful children 

and make some lasting memories! 

Ú Teacher Jeff is still wishing for a mix master to keep in the kitchen.  We 

could enjoy his now famous chocolate chip cookies every week! 

      Hopes: 

Ú We hope for a wonderful turnout to our Giving Celebration and that everyone 

comes with a stuffed bear or blanket to give to a child at the Childrenôs 

Center. 

Ú We hope that we have someone in our community who is experienced in 

long term fund raising for the future of our school. 

Ú We hope that everyone comes by the office to check out the lost and found.  

We have some wonderful items that are looking for their owners! 
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April 14, 2012 
The Oregon Golf Club 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
With the holidays fast approaching, I thought it would be nice to take a look back on the last three 
months, as well as a look ahead for the 24th annual Marylhurst auction coming up on April 14, 
2012.  

 

A LOOK BACK:  

Your commitment to our biggest annual fundraiser is greatly appreciated! Thank you to all that have 
been working so hard to make ñStarry Starry Nightò a success so far: Emily Oliver, Rachel 
Fredricks, Jody Schreffler, Jenifer Novak, Kelsey Davis, Megan Reink, Ketki Shah, Brenda Brunner, 
Heather Spicer, Mark Fearing, Faye Levinsohn, and Erica Fry. You all have helped with online stuff, 
mailings, procurement, marketing, venue, logo, pick-ups, and coordinating classroom efforts. I am 
so thankful to all of you for your help! Our team ROCKS!  

 

A LOOK AHEAD:  

In January, the auction team will begin getting invitations ready and continue to procure priceless 
items for wonderful experiences for the event. All of your generous donations can be dropped off 
with Linda in the office. Be sure to fill out a form for our tracking purposes and your tax write off. Still 
needing ideas? Here are a few (but not limited to of course) to consider:  

 
Ú Gift Cards!!! (purchased from Scrip of course) These will help with packaging items, and for 

our Oral Auction Feeding Frenzy! All restaurants, retail stores, GAS (we need these, even if 
they are small amounts), grocery, spa, ANYTHING!!!  

Ú Weekend getaways, timeshares, condo/house rentals, hotels.  

Ú  Airline tickets, Airline tickets, Airline tickets.  

Ú  Host a party (Your theme! Great for combining with another family)  

Ú Lawn care, business services, art classes, babysitting, wine, event tickets, beauty treatments, 
the suggestions are endless!  


